
PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
26609 Lime City Road 

Perrysburg, OH 43551 

January 20, 2009 
PUBLIC HEARING/MEETING 

The Perrysburg Township BZA held a Public Hearing/Meeting on January 20, 2009. 
Russell Sturgill, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. A roll call was 
taken. Grant W. Garn, Zoning Inspector, was also present. Mr. Sturgill said they have 
a quorum, and they can conduct business. The meeting was tape-recorded. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Russell Sturgill, Russell R. Miller, Elsie Hetman, Bob Warnimont, 
James Bennett, and Jeffry Justus. 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Bill Irwin. 

APPROVAL OF THE 12/16/08 MINUTES: Mr. Sturgill asked if everyone had received a 
copy of the minutes, and all the members indicated that they had. He asked if there 
were any corrections, additions, or deletions to these minutes, and there were none. 
Mr. Miller moved with a second by Ms. Hetman to approve the minutes as submitted. 
Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that the December meeting minutes be 
approved as presented. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by Mr. Miller, Ms. 
Hetman, Mr. Warnimont, and Mr. Sturgill. Mr. Justus abstained. Motion carried 4-0-1. 

Mr. Sturgill swore in all persons in attendance wishing to address the board this 
evening. 

Mr. Sturgill said he is now going to turn the meeting over to the vice chairman, Mr. 
Miller, since he is recusing himself from this particular matter. 

APPLICATION NUMBER 2008-6342, (VARIANCE). Continuation of the 
11/18/08 and 12/16/08 public hearings. Forza Perrysburg, LLC, owns the 
Comfort Suites Hotel at 27450 Helen Drive. It is zoned C-2. It presently has 41 rooms 
and a staff of four. They have 48 parking spaces. They presently have a surplus of 3 
parking spaces. They would like to build a 49 foot by 72 foot three-story addition to 
the west side of the hotel. This addition would include a swimming pool and 12 guest 
rooms for a total of 53 guest rooms. This addition would be 26 feet from the rear lot 
line. The present building has a rear yard setback of 23 feet, which was approved by 
the BZA on September 16 1  2003. Article V Section A Table 5.1 states that the minimum 
rear yard setback is 40 feet. This addition would be 14 feet too close to the rear 
property line. Article IX Section B 2 for Motel, Hotel, requirements for parking spaces 
required, states that "one for each sleeping room, plus one for each 400 square feet of 
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meeting area and restaurant space, plus one space for each employee." They would 
thus need 57 parking spaces. They would thus be 9 parking spaces short of the 
required number of parking spaces. They have asked/stated that the final outcome of 
the BZA hearing would also be contingent upon site plan approval by the zoning 
commission. They will be having an informal review of this matter on December 8, 
2008, at 6:00 p.m. No action was taken by the zoning commission at that meeting. On 
December 3, 2008, the latest set of plans were submitted. They are now proposing 10 
instead of 12 guest rooms. This would be a total of 51 guest rooms plus a swimming 
pool. They are proposing a new layout of the parking lot, which will increase the 
number of parking spaces from 48 to 52. They are also working on legal agreements 
with neighboring properties for additional parking (see Article IX Section C 4). This 
latest drawing shows 11 spaces in the adjacent Frickers parking lot. It also seems that 
they may have a staff of as many as eleven. It would seem that they would need a 
total of 62 parking spaces. 

Mr. Miller said he would note for the record that they do have an authorization from the 
applicant authorizing Mr. Oravecz and Mr. Jerome Parker to speak on behalf of the 
applicant, and he asked if the gentleman was a member of Mr. Parker's firm. Mr. 
Puffenberger said correct, there is an asterisk there that says any member of the firm, 
and he is an attorney for that firm. Mr. Miller said very good, and said go ahead. 

Thomas Puffenberger, II, addressed the board regarding this application. He said as 
Mr. Miller stated, the first matter he believes is the variance for the rear setback for the 
purpose of expanding the existing building to the west to add 12 additional rooms and a 
swimming pool. They would ask the board to grant the variance for this purpose. As 
Mr. Miller mentioned, there was a previously granted variance for the existing building 
back in 2003. 

Mr. Miller asked if the board had any questions for the applicant. Ms. Hetman said yes. 
She said it says here 11 people working there, not all at one time, and she asked if that 
was right. Mr. Puffenberger said working at the Comfort Suites, and Ms. Hetman said 
not all on the same day or the same evening. They have different shifts; right, and Mr. 
Puffenberger said yes, he believes so. 

Mr. Justus commented that he was the one that had probably the biggest problem with 
the application the last time. From what he sees here, they have complied with 
everything that they have asked for, so he does not have a problem as it sits now. 

Mr. Miller said he would note for the record that they have been provided a copy of a 
license agreement between Forza Perrysburg, LLC, and Frickers USA, LLC, by which 
Frickers, which is an adjacent property owner, grants a license to park up to 10 cars on 
its property to Forza. Mr. Puffenberger said that is correct, and copies have been 
provided giving them the right to park. He knows the requirement is nine, and they are 
short nine, and this would grant them 10 parking spaces. Mr. Miller asked if there were 
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any other questions from the board for the applicant, and there were none. He then 
asked if there was anyone else present to speak on this particular matter, and there 
was no one that came forward. Mr. Miller said if not, the chair would entertain a 
motion. Mr. Justus moved with a second by Mr. Bennett to accept the application with 
the license agreement in place. Mr. Miller said there has been a motion with a second. 
He asked if there was any discussion among the board, and there was none. A roll call 
vote was taken. Yes votes by Mr. Justus, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Warnimont, Ms. Hetman, 
and Mr. Miller. Motion carried 5-0-0. Mr. Puffenberger said thanks for accepting the 
board's recommendation, and he appreciated their cooperation. 

Mr. Miller said the record shall reflect that the vice chairman has yielded the chair to Mr. 
Sturgill. Mr. Sturgill said thank you. 

APPLICATION NUMBER 2008 -6341. Continuation of the 12/16/08 Public 
Hearing. (Conditional Use). T-Mobile Central, LLC, would like to locate a wireless 
telecommunication monopole tower at 29101 Hufford Road. This property is zoned I-1. 
It is owned by the Lakeview Development Corp., and the Knights of Columbus, 
Perrysburg, are the building tenants. In compliance with ORC 519.211, T-Mobile 
evidently notified nearby property owners concerning this proposed telecommunication 
tower. Some neighbors have objected to the proposed location. Article VII Section EE 
states that "When the Board of Township Trustees receives notice in accordance with 
ORC Section 519.211 from a property owner, or if a board member makes an objection, 
then the proposed telecommunication tower shall be deemed to be a conditional use 
subject to approval by the BZA. 

Mr. Sturgill said at this point he is going to ask vice chairman Russell Miller to read into 
the record the opinion letter which they have received from the Wood County 
Prosecutor and which they are bound by. Mr. Miller read the letter into the record. 

Mr. Sturgill thanked Mr. Miller. It was commented that Mr. Miller skipped a paragraph. 
Mr. Miller said he was sorry, but he did. Mr. Sturgill said it was not pertinent, and he 
asked him to leave that out, but he can put it in if they would like. Mr. Miller asked Mr. 
Sturgill if he should go ahead and read that into the record, and Mr. Sturgill said read it 
in. Sure. 

Mr. Miller finished reading the letter into the record. He apologized for not reading the 
whole letter. 

Mr. Sturgill said he thinks that opinion is fairly clear that they have no jurisdiction over 
this tower. About the only thing they can do is put a conditional use on it such as the 
way they landscape around the tower. Mr. Sturgill said yes, ma'am. Come up. 
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She commented that she guesses she does not understand. Who does then. Who can 
tell the people. Mr. Sturgill asked her to come up and identify herself, and he asked if 
she was sworn in. It was commented that yes, she was. 

She said hello. She does not understand. Mr. Sturgill asked her for her name and 
address. She introduced herself as Linda Olson, and gave her address. She said she 
does not guess she understands. Who has the authority then. Who is it that they need 
to talk to. Who is it that they can go to to say whatever. Mr. Sturgill said he would say 
the PUCO. 

Mr. Miller said and the Federal Communications Commission. The federal agency. She 
said there you go. Mr. Miller said to the gentleman, and he asked Ms. Olson if he could 
interrupt. He said they spent a lot of time at their last meeting listening to legitimate 
concerns of the citizens. They expressed a concern at that time that they did not know 
(A), how this matter got here, and second, whether they had jurisdiction to consider it. 
And they asked this body's attorney to render an opinion in that regard. They can only 
act in accordance with Ohio law. Their attorney has now advised them, as they have all 
just heard, that they do not have jurisdiction to hear or consider this matter, and he 
considers his comments disrespectful of this board and this township. The gentleman 
apologized. Mr. Sturgill said he might add that he is not only their attorney, he is the 
prosecuting attorney of the county, and his opinions are law as far as they are 
concerned. The gentleman asked if they happened to make any suggestions when they 
submitted this to the prosecutor last time when the gentleman here suggested that. 
Mr. Miller said sir, that is not within their ability. They asked for an opinion as to their 
ability to deal with this matter. He apologized for the interruption. The gentleman 
apologized also. Mr. Miller said thank you, and he appreciated that. He thinks the 
Federal Communications Commission or the PUCO are the appropriate authorities to 
probably go to on the matter. 

Ms. Olson said okay, but there would not be anybody locally that they can say, you 
know, you don't know where that is. You don't have an idea of what surrounds that. 
Mr. Sturgill said there is nobody locally that would have jurisdiction. Ms. Olson said 
really, and then said okay and thanks. 

Mr. Sturgill asked if there was anyone else that wished to address the board, and he 
asked if he was sworn. Mr. Sturgill swore the gentleman in. Mr. Sturgill asked him to 
identify himself for the record. 

Michael A. Stanton addressed the board regarding this application. He is not really here 
as a neighbor's complaint about the situation, but he did try this afternoon in a 
conversation with Mr. Garn to offer a possible solution. He has not been contacted by 
this company, but he owns the property where a cell tower is currently next to an 
adjoining, or where a cell tower is currently located along Ford Road, the mobile home 
park, and he has been approached by some cell tower companies to locate there, and 
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has offered his portion of his property to lease, but no one from this company has 
contacted him. He would be happy to give them the back corner, which is directly 
adjacent to an existing cell tower, and he thinks would be much less objectionable to 
the neighbors. There is already a cell tower there. But he has not been contacted by 
the company. Mr. Sturgill said he thinks if he checks with Mr. Garn tomorrow. The 
audience applauded. 

Mr. Justus said he looked at that particular cell tower that he is talking about, and there 
has been some core drilling going on there, so he does not know who is doing the 
drilling or what. Mr. Stanton said his property is directly adjacent to that tower, and he 
was approached by he believes it was Alltel about a year ago, and offered them a 
portion of the property. They said they were going to go some other direction. He 
does not know what happened. He certainly would entertain that. He is in poor health. 
He certainly could use this as an option to make his income to sustain the property, and 
would entertain this. Mr. Sturgill told him to check with Mr. Garn tomorrow, and he can 
give him T-Mobile's address and their phone number. Mr. Stanton said he did, and he 
did not have the phone number. Mr. Sturgill said to Mr. Garn that he thought he saw it 
in some of their documents. Mr. Garn said he has not had a chance to see. Mr. 
Stanton said if there are already signed contracts. If not, he would certainly offer that 
as a solution. It was commented to Mr. Garn that the member thought that the letter 
from their in-house counsel did have a contact number. Mr. Garn said okay. He just 
has not had the opportunity. Mr. Sturgill asked him what time would he be in the office 
tomorrow, and Mr. Garn said 8:00 in the morning. Mr. Sturgill told Mr. Stanton that Mr. 
Garn would be in at 8:00 in the morning. Mr. Stanton said thank you. 

Craig Lahote addressed the board regarding this application. He said he is one of the 
trustees for the township here. He said one of the frustrating things for them is when 
they run into issues like this, whether it's a cell tower or something else. There are 
some other state and federal laws that utilities are exempt from overhead power lines, 
and transmissions, and so forth. He guesses his suggestion would be the PUCO would 
be one place to call. At a local level they might want to call Randy Gardner, or Bob 
Latta, or Mark Wagoner and ask them, because this is one of the things that townships 
would like to have a little bit more authority in this area. It probably is not going to do 
any good in this case because it would be too late, but maybe next time one of these 
comes along, they would have a little bit more say so in it. And all the townships. 
There is a township association, and they talk to other townships that are frustrated 
with the same thing that has happened to them. And they have all said that they wish 
that the people down in Columbus would give them a little bit more regulatory authority 
here. So a local level to start would be with the representatives, and, you know, maybe 
they could introduce something, and move it along, and at some point in time maybe 
they would have the ability to have a little bit more say in this. Mr. Sturgill said thank 
you, and said yes, ma'am. 
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Ms. Olson said she knows she already had her say. She asked if she had to come up 
there. Mr. Sturgill said yes, she has to come up and speak into the microphone. Mr. 
Miller said they are making a public record. That's the reason for needing to be 
proximate to the mic. Ms. Olson said they mentioned T-Mobile, getting the address 
from Mr. Garn. Okay. That's one of the options that they must have talked about the 
last time or something. Mr. Sturgill said well, they did not have the option of someone 
with apparently suitable space in the immediate area that was for sale or for lease. Ms. 
Olson said okay. Mr. Sturgill said that was an option they did not have last time. Ms. 
Olson said okay. But they could, as individuals, write to T-Mobile and say look. Mr. 
Sturgill said yeah. Sure you can. Another member said sure you can. Mr. Miller said 
yes, and they suggested that at their last meeting as well. Ms. Olson said okay. She 
was not here at the last meeting, and she apologizes for that. But are there other 
options that were available like that besides T-Mobile. 

Mr. Justus said the problem with this, and he has done a lot of reading over this, 
probably 5 hour's worth. And when this federal act was passed, it was passed to 
increase competition amongst these cell phone companies. He thinks the first was 
AT&T. Well, to do that, they basically took away the rights of the local governing 
agencies to increase the competition amongst these companies. So their standpoint is 
they can't even hear the issue. All the cases he has read, they have no jurisdiction at 
all. None. Even some cities. And the only time that he has found in all these cases 
that-he has been reading is that if it was zoned residential where the tower is going, 
where the monopole is going, there was some slight relief there. But anything that said 
industrial or commercial on it, it's a done deal. And it's federal. Ms. Olson said wow. 
Mr. Justus said it's difficult for them to deal with. He used to walk in that woods as a 
kid 40 years ago. It's a beautiful area. He is totally against it, to be honest with her. 
But he has read a lot, and he can't see how they can even have anything to hear on 
this issue when the federal government tells them they can't It's difficult. Ms. Olson 
said T-Mobile gets enough letters. Who knows. Maybe they will think different. Ms. 
Hetman said they might. You never know. Ms. Olson said thank you. Mr. Justus 
thanked her. 

Mr. Sturgill said yes, ma'am. She said she has something to say, but she was not 
sworn in. Mr. Sturgill swore her in. 

Judy Crawford addressed the board regarding this application. She said you know, this 
could all really be resolved very simply if the Knights of Columbus weren't so greedy 
and just say hey, let's forget about it. Let T-Mobile go somewhere else. The audience 
applauded. Ms. Hetman asked if anybody has talked to the Knights of Columbus. Ms. 
Crawford said she talked to Mr. Warnimont. Ms. Hetman said Warnimont. Ms. 
Crawford said yes, she talked with him before the last meeting. But that's all that 
would have to be done. If they had any respect. If the good Catholic Knights of 
Columbus had any respect for this residential area they would say hey, let them go 
somewhere else. She said thank you. The audience applauded. 
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Mr. Sturgill said this is a meeting, and it's not an entertainment venue, so they will have 
no applause. He then asked if there was anyone else that wished to address the board. 

Dennis Kraynak addressed the board regarding this application. He said let's see, three 
or four things. One, the website never showed this meeting existed until, he does not 
know, he called this morning, and they said they would change the calendar on the 
website. They said there was no meeting at all today. And a trustee meeting 
scheduled for yesterday, which he does not think anybody was at that meeting 
yesterday. So there probably would have been more people here if it would have been 
on the website. People have a website, and they click calendar, and they are looking 
for this meeting, and it's not there. 

Number two, one of the people at the last meeting lived right there adjacent to the 
property and said they were not notified. And something in there says the company 
had to notify people. He thinks they said they had to notify people whose property was 
within 100 feet of the thing. Is that like from here to the parking lot. 

Number three, this is a sad day, on inauguration day, when the people do not have any 
say on what's going on in their block. It's a sad day. It's not the majority that don't 
want this, it's all of them. It's 100 percent, and they are not being heard. It's sad. He 
knows it's not their fault, but isn't it sad that all the people around here, around that 
area, don't want it, but they are going to get it. That makes him sad. He was so keyed 
up about the inauguration and everything. Even laughed at the supreme court justice 
screwing up. 

Number four, he thinks this offer to put a cell tower in next to one that's already there, 
that sounds kind of shady to him. How the Knights of Columbus are getting a deal, and 
this guy is not. What's going on here. He is a Catholic, but what are Catholics doing, 
running this township. You know, getting the tower in there. He asked a gentleman if 
he was Catholic, and the man responded no. Mr. Kraynak said oh, well, there you go. 
There was some laughter from the audience members. He does believe somebody on 
the township board or the zoning commission should look into that why he is not 
getting it, which he thinks everybody in the room would like him to get it, and he asked 
if that was right. The audience members agreed. 

Mr. Stanton said that he thinks they should take the path of least resistance. Seeing 
their property and his, his might have looked like an easier job with the tower there 
rather than the other. He would accommodate their needs very rapidly. Mr. Sturgill 
asked him if he could ask him what his property is zoned, and the response was 
commercial, neighborhood commercial. Mr. Sturgill said see, it's not zoned residential. 
Ms. Hetman said there is a tower there now. 

Mr. Kraynak said so the tower could go in. So he agrees with this lady, why don't the 
Knights just be good Catholic neighbors and say okay, we are not going to put it on 
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their property. That would solve everything. And they have an alternate to go to. Mr. 
Sturgill said he thinks in the last meeting they suggested he contact them. Mr. Kraynak 
said they did, and nothing happened. And nothing happened at PUCO. PUCO said oh, 
we can't do anything about it. It is a sad day with all these people here, 80 people last 
meeting, and what, 30 tonight, and they are just thumbing their noses at them. It's 
sad. 

Ms. Hetman said it says here that the property is owned by Lakeview Development 
Corporation and the Knights of Columbus. She asked if anybody bothered to talk with 
the Lakeview Development. Mr. Kraynak said he is being naive here. He said he was 
sorry, and no offense, but he thinks if the Knights said you are not going to put it up, it 
would not go up. That's all he has to say, and he said thanks. Mr. Sturgill said thank 
you. 

Elizabeth Smith addressed the board regarding this application. Mr. Sturgill asked her if 
she was sworn, and she said yes. She said she spent a lot of time trying to pour 
through the Ohio Revised Code since the last meeting, and she had two very long, very 
nice phone calls with Mr. Garn to try and make sure that she thoroughly understood 
this. And she also ran it by a real estate attorney that's a family friend in Michigan to 
have her read the code because she's not an attorney, although she stayed at a Holiday 
Inn last night, and what was that commercial. It was really confusing, and in moments 
when she read through it she thought oh, she found something. And then she called 
Steven, who lives right next door, and she said I found something in here, we've got a 
chance to, if they notify you, all we have to do is this. She read through all the 
language, described it to him over the phone, and then realized that she misinterpreted 
it, which it's in their minutes that way from the last meeting. But what it ended up 
being is a misinterpretation of jurisdiction. 

There are just very specific sections in here, and the Perrysburg Township Zoning 
Resolution Section EE, it mentions, the very first sentence, is that they have to follow 
the resolution in accordance with the ORC Section 519.211. So they have to do that. 
And then when you read into, and she is sorry, but she is just trying to clear up 
confusion here for them because she has spent so much time trying to pour through 
this, and it really is a matter of jurisdiction. The ORC defines a cell tower, and she said 
it must meet all of these criteria, and she is just going to tell them one of them, 
because the most important one that it does not meet, so it's technically not a cell 
tower as defined by the ORC the way that it's written, is the one that's mentioned in the 
letter that they got today. That it is Section (E)(1)(c), and she read that. The attorney 
that she talked to thought this might be arguable. You know, you might be able to 
argue that one. But it also does not meet another requirement to be considered a cell 
tower under the ORC, and that is that it would top at a height that is greater than any 
restriction. Well, in pouring through the website and looking at the township 
resolutions, there is no height restriction, so it does not meet two out of the four 
requirements to make this defined to be a cell tower, even though they all know it is. 
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The way that the law is written, they have no jurisdiction. So the whole notifying the 
neighbors does not matter at all. It's not a cell tower as the way that it's written in the 
ORC, which makes her very, very sad, but it really comes down to they need to just 
contact T-Mobile and the Knights of Columbus is the only avenue. They can talk to 
legislators, and try and get it changed for the future, but for the moment to try and get 
this one stopped, that sounds like the only option in her mind. 

And she is happy to say if anyone wants to read through this to explain it further, 
because it was very, very confusing and overwhelming. Really the FCC Act that they 
referred to earlier that Mr. Justus said, it was the act of 1996 she thinks limited any 
authority, and then the fact that the township regulations did not have a height 
requirement. She went and called Maumee to figure out how they were able to get it 
out of their city, and it was the fact that they had a height restriction. So there is really 
nothing, and they don't have anything that they can do. So let's all call Knights of 
Columbus and T-Mobile. 

Mr. Sturgill said thank you, and he asked if there was anyone else that wished to 
address the board. 

John Korn addressed the board regarding this application. He said some of his 
thoughts have been answered, but he has been to this facility where there has been 
wedding receptions, and rummage sales, and as he understands the Knights of 
Columbus meet. Now, he understands industrial is something of a manufacturing 
nature. And this gentleman says even under a commercial, which they would rent the 
facilities out for different things, and that would be commercial. That still messes them 
up as far as any regulations goes. He asked if there was any other zoning other than 
residential, commercial and industrial. Mr. Sturgill said there is a lot of other zoning. 
Mr. Korn asked if they felt like it was an industrial piece of property. Mr. Sturgill said he 
guesses you would have to ask a judge that and not him. He does not have jurisdiction 
to make that opinion. Mr. Korn said there are members on the board that are members 
of the Knights of Columbus. And if they make potholders or whatever and sell them, he 
supposes that's somewhat industrial, but he does not think this is the major purpose of 
the facility. 

Mr. Miller said he thinks the issue for them is that the property, the current Perrysburg 
Township zoning map reflects that this property is zoned as industrial, and that's a legal 
designation. And again, it's just another one of those facts they have to live with with 
regard to this particular matter. Mr. Korn asked who has the jurisdiction of telling, 
saying that it's an industrial piece of property. Mr. Miller said well, that would have 
been determined at the time that the zoning resolution was adopted. Mr. Korn said and 
zoning can be changed; right. Mr. Miller said it can be, yes. Mr. Korn said if it does not 
prove that that's actually an industrial piece of property. Mr. Sturgill said one of their 
trustees wants to illuminate them. 
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Mr. Lahote said he thinks it's a moot point, because as Mr. Justus mentioned, the law in 
'96 effectively froze the zoning at the time. So even if they changed any properties 
now, the zoning that was in place in '96 is what is used in terms of the PUCO 
regulations. So he thinks other jurisdictions have tried this also, and he believes the 
law specifically states that October, '96, or something like that was the cut-off date. 

Mr. Korn said okay. Ms. Smith said it would have to be residential and have a height 
restriction. Mr. Korn said as far as putting a hold on things taking place, all they can do 
is be in contact with the cell phone people and the Knights of Columbus, he guesses. 
He has already talked to Mr. Warnimont, and he was very cordial, but he can well 
imagine it's an additional income for the members and for the owners, the joint 
ownership, he guesses. But he would think it should be placed where there isn't so 
much residential. None of the residents wants to be guinea pigs as far as any illness to 
their children or family. And he just wonders how they can put a hold on this until it's 
sorted out. Like Rosa Parks, he can sit in the front of the bus, or the back of the bus, 
or whatever it takes. 

Mr. Sturgill asked Mr. Miller if he wanted to tell them how to put a hold on it. Mr. Miller 
said well, if they wanted to, they could consult with legal counsel, and there are 
remedies available by way of injunction. There are other actions that they may be able 
to advise you on. Mr. Sturgill said they could at least delay it. Mr. Korn said okay, and 
thank you so much. 

Ms. Hetman asked what are they going to do with this. Mr. Miller said nothing. Mr. 
Sturgill asked if there was anyone else that wished to address the board. If not, he 
wanted to know if there was any discussion. Ms. Hetman said there was a lady back 
there. 

She said she was not sworn in, and she would just make one comment. Mr. Sturgill 
swore the lady in. He thanked her and he asked her to identify herself and her 
address, and then the floor is hers, 

Barbara Zulchanski addressed the board regarding this application. She said she does 
not have much experience standing up speaking, so she hopes they will bear with her. 
First of all, she wishes to thank these members of the board for the time they have put 
into this matter which is so important to the people of this area. They have had a lot of 
patience, and took a lot of time with everybody. And she wants to thank them most of 
all for their patience, and their kindness, and their thoughtfulness. And she realizes 
they are in this matter not because they were wanting to be. She also wanted to thank 
the people of this area. She has not lived here for a long time, but she is very 
privileged. She can see there is a lot of love, hard work, self discipline, sacrifice to 
make this place, this community, especially at the River Road, Hufford Road, Secor 
Woods area beautiful, but the entire township. She is impressed with the devotion that 
people put forth in every matter that comes forward. 

1 0 



However, she knew this property had come up for sale because someone had told her 
so. She knew the DiSalle Real Estate Company was promoting the sale of the property. 
She had heard that. And one day the citizens of this area got letters in the mail saying. 
DiSalle had sold the property of this beautiful area to the Knights of Columbus. 
Everybody was overjoyed. The people of this community could not wait for the Knights 
of Columbus to come here and be a part of this community, to be a neighbor. But it 
wasn't long thereafter the people realized the DiSalle Real Estate Company, with 
members of the Knights of Columbus and others connected with them, had a different 
plan than they had realized, which brought them to where they are today. There is in 
life a time, and she is the mother of ten children, but she realizes that in life there is a 
time when sometimes they examine themselves. We examine our values, our motives, 
but we step back and we say well, I thought this was the way to go, but we had better 
take a second look at this. One time President Eisenhower was questioned why he 
changed his mind on something very important, and he was not defensive, but he said 
yes, I did change my mind. He said I strongly believed one way, but now I think a 
better way because I have heard all the facts. I'm hoping that their neighbors in 
Perrysburg Township, the Knights of Columbus, bend to the resurgence of conscience 
which all of us must live by also in our lives. We live here. We pay taxes. They don't 
pay taxes. So they have some good things going for them already. So we ask that 
they reconsider, and have a change of heart, and be a part of the community, and 
move forward with another financial plan besides the cell tower. There are so many of 
them in this area already that can be used. They do not need a cell tower there. But 
it's a matter of financial gain, so that part is understandable also. So again, she thanks 
them as members of the community, and she especially thanks the board for all they 
have done for this community. Mr. Sturgill said thank you, ma'am. 

Ms. Hetman asked her why don't you put that in the Messenger. She said it was an 
eloquent speech. She responded saying it was just right now. She did not have it 
prepared, but she just wanted to share her thanks. Ms. Hetman said thank you. She 
said giving her thanks to all the people of this township, especially the elected officials, 
because you're not here because you get high salaries. We all know that. It's because 
of the devotion and your love. She said thank you very much, and thanks to all of you 
friends. The audience applauded. 

Elizabeth Smith addressed the board again regarding this application. She asked if 
anyone was aware if there is already a signed contract between the Knights of 
Columbus, or technically the property owners, and T-Mobile already. She asked if 
anyone had found that out. Because she was wondering if there is even any chance. 
They probably can't back out if they've already got a legally binding contract. Let's 
hope there is an out clause if there is already one signed. 

Mr. Sturgill asked if there were any further comments. He said if not, he asked if there 
was any discussion with the board. Ms. Hetman said there is nothing they can do. Mr. 
Sturgill said he guesses they are required by the law to permit the conditional use, 
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aren't they. Mr. Miller said actually he does not think they have authority to do that. 
Mr. Justus said no. They can't even hear it. Mr. Miller said yes. Mr. Justus said it can't 
be heard. Mr. Sturgill said okay. He said he will honor a motion that they don't hear 
this matter. Ms. Hetman moved with a second by Mr. Justus to not hear the matter. 
Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that the board not hear this matter. Mr. 
Garn said who proposed and who was the second. Mr. Justus said he was the second. 
It was commented Elsie. Mr. Garn said Elsie. Okay. An audience member said he had 
a question about the vote. Mr. Garn said they were taking a vote. Mr. Sturgill said to 
the gentleman that they were taking a vote. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by 
Ms. Hetman, Mr. Justus, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Sturgill. Motion carried 5-0-0. 

Mr. Sturgill said yes, sir, could they answer his question. His question was what was 
the vote, and Mr. Justus responded saying not to hear this matter. They do not have 
the authority to hear this matter. He asked if he had to come up there. Mr. Justus said 
sure you can. Ms. Hetman said whatever. 

The gentleman said after that eloquent speech, and it's one of the greatest he has ever 
heard in his life, by the way, from a citizen or organization. He said why don't you guys 
join her spirit, and everyone's spirit, and-vote even though it's not legal to oppose this 
whole thing. Sure you will be overridden, but you will be on record as opposing it. 
There was some applause from the audience. Mr. Sturgill said he was afraid they 
would not be on this board long if they did not follow the orders of the prosecuting 
attorney when they ask for a legal opinion. The gentleman said well, you are not doing 
anything illegal by voting on this thing, are you. Mr. Sturgill said yes, sir. 

Mr. Miller said they would be acting contrary to law, in his opinion. The gentleman said 
who is going to complain. The people who put you in there are not going to complain. 
Mr. Miller said his conscience will complain. He thinks that's kind of the issue they were 
maybe talking about. The gentleman said that's the complaint if they voted for it. It 
was just a thought. Mr. Miller said thank you. 

Ms. Hetman said that's it. Then she said wait a minute. That man wants to say 
something. Mr. Stanton said he would like one additional, that if the board and the 
members of the community would encourage T-Mobile to, if they can, act differently, to 
contact him, and locate something, then they might change their mind. Ms. Smith 
asked him to repeat his name, and he said Mike Stanton. 

Mr. Justus said if he remembered right, when that was surveyed for that last tower, it 
was recognized as one of the highest points in Wood County, so that's the reason why 
it was located there. John Wooley owns that property. Mr. Stanton said right. And he 
would give them the back corner there directly adjacent so that they could put it by the 
tower. He figured it would have the least impact of the neighborhood of anyplace that 
they could locate. Mr. Justus said it's bounded by the turnpike and John's building 
there, so it's not something that's seen. Mr. Stanton said, so he thinks maybe if the 
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e ectfully submi ed, 

v 
Grant W. Garn, 
Recording Secretary 

board and the members of the community put some pressure on them, it may be 
contrary to what the Knights of Columbus might do. Mr. Justus said they can't do that. 
Mr. Stanton said okay. Mr. Justus said they have no purvey here at all. They can't do 
anything. And that's the federal government saying they can't do it. But they can. Mr. 
Sturgill said you folks can get together and put the pressure on T-Mobile. Mr. Stanton 
gave his address. There was some discussion among the audience members. 

Ms. Hetman moved with a second by Mr. Bennett that the meeting be adjourned. Mr. 
Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that the meeting be adjourned. A roll call 
vote was taken. Yes votes by Ms. Hetman, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Justus, Mr. Miller, and Mr. 
Sturgill. Motion carried 5-0-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
26609 Lime City Road 

Perrysburg, OH 43551 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
January 20, 2009 

The Perrysburg Township BZA held an organizational meeting on January 20, 2009. 
Acting Chairman Russell Sturgill called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A roll call was 
taken. Grant W. Garn, Zoning Inspector, was also present. Acting Chairman Sturgill 
said they have a quorum, and they can conduct business. The meeting was tape-
recorded. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Elsie Hetman, Russell R. Miller, Russell Sturgill, Bob Warnimont, 
Jeffry D. Justus, and James Bennett, 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Bill Irwin. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

Mr. Sturgill said the first officer to be elected is the chairman. He asked if there were 
any nominations. Mr. Warnimont nominated Russell Sturgill as their chairman. Ms. 
Hetman was the second on the nomination. Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a 
second that Russell Sturgill be elected chairman. He asked if there were any other 
nominations, and there were none. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by Mr. 
Warnimont, Mr. Hetman, Mr. Justus, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Sturgill. Motion carried 5-0-0. 

Mr. Sturgill said the second election to come before the board is that of vice chairman 
of the board. Ms. Hetman nominated Russell Miller as vice chairman. Mr. Justus was 
the second on the nomination. Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that 
Russell Miller be elected vice chairman of the board. He asked if there were any other 
nominations, and there were none. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by Ms. 
Hetman, Mr. Justus, Mr. Warnimont, Mr. Sturgill and Mr. Miller. Motion carried 5-0-0. 

Mr. Sturgill said the next office to be up for election is that of secretary of the board of 
zoning appeals. Mr. Warnimont nominated Elsie Hetman as secretary. Mr. Miller was 
the second on the nomination. Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that 
Elsie Hetman be elected secretary of the board. He asked if there were any further 
nominations, and there were none. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by Mr. 
Warnimont, Mr. Miller, Mr. Justus, and Mr. Sturgill. Ms. Hetman abstained. Motion 
carried 4-0-1. 

Mr. Sturgill said to Ms. Hetman that she is up. Ms. Hetman moved with a second by Mr. 
Warnimont to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Sturgill said it's been moved with a second that 
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the meeting be adjourned. A roll call vote was taken. Yes votes by Ms. Hetman, Mr. 
Warnimont, Mr. Justus, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Sturgill. Motion carried 5-0-0. The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Grant W. Garn, 
Recording Secretary 
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