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PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP ANNOUNCES FIREFIGHTER AND POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR

PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP, OH— Each year the Perrysburg Township Fire and Police Departments select one
outstanding member, of their respective units, and present them with a recognition award. This year the
Perrysburg Township Firefighter of the Year is Mr. Jake Hoffman and the Perrysburg Township Police Officer
of the Year is Officer Rachel Bernhard. These individuals were honored and presented their award at the
Perrysburg Exchange Club dinner on May 11, 2015.

Chief Tom Brice selected Firefighter Hoffman who began his career at the Perrysburg Township Fire
Department in 2009 as volunteer firefighter. As he advanced his training and acquired his State of Ohio
certifications he was eventually hired as a part-time employee by Perrysburg Township.

His greatest passion is running the heavy rescue truck. Over the years he has overseen the reorganization of
the truck. He has also been responsible for researching and acquiring new equipment for that truck. Almost
all of the work he has done on that truck has been on his own time and many of the new pieces of equipment
he acquired through donations. Today the truck stands ready for almost any emergency in large part due to
his dedication and commitment to the department.

Over the past couple of years he has become very active as an instructor. He instructs basic fire classes at a
couple of local training institutions and more importantly he has become very active, teaching within our
Department. On a monthly basis he now instructs a heavy rescue class including topics such as: auto
extrication, urban search and rescue, water rescue, collapse rescue, air-bag techniques, and machinery
entrapment. His classes are always hands-on and enjoyed by his fellow firefighters.

Chief Mark Hetrick selected Officer Bernhard who began her career at Perrysburg Township Police
Department in October of 1997 as a dispatcher. While dispatching she attended Owens College and obtained
an Associate Degree in Criminal Justice. She also graduated from the Ohio Peace Officers Academy at Owens
in August of 2002. Officer Bernhard continued her education at Lourdes College where she obtained her
Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice in May of 2003. Officer Bernhard is pursuing her second passion, education as
she has been accepted to graduate school this coming Fall, seeking her Master’s in Education.

Officer Bernhard has always gone above and beyond what is expected of her and was always volunteering for
community and business events where should could interact with the public and foster positive relations with
the public and police. So when it was decided to put a School Resource Officer at Penta Career Center, she was
the natural choice. She began those duties in October of 2006 and has been the full time School Resource
Officer ever since. Officer Bernhard has been a valuable asset, not only to Perrysburg Township, but to Penta
as well. Where her duties are, but not limited to assisting with mediations among students, handling any
criminal behavior, and assisting with safety procedures. She has also organized presentations with the Wood
County C.Y.C.L.E program, which brings presenters to Penta to discuss a variety of topics including
cyberbullying and distracted driving. She also designed a “Life Skills” curriculum which enabled her to be in
the classrooms to discuss with students, mainly sophomores, making “good choices”.

Please help us congratulate these two exemplary members of our public safety departments.
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