
 

Minutes of Regular Meeting: December 4, 2019 

6:00 p.m. Call to order for Regular Meeting by Mr. Mack 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: Mr. Mack, Mr. Schaller, Mr. Britten, Ms. Haar, Mr. Celley, Mr. Hoffmann,  Chief Brice, 
Chief Hetrick, Mr. Warnimont.   

Approval of amended agenda: Mr. Britten moved to approve the agenda as amended, Mr. 
Schaller seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Special Presentation: Public Hearing on ZLA 2019-04 on behalf of Paul R. Swartz, et al. 

Diane Huffman of Spitler Huffman, LLC. Requests to rezone four (4) parcels: (P57-300-

360000006000 (20 acres)), (P57300-360000007000 (21.37 acres)) (P57300-360000008000 

(38.16 acres)) and (P57300-360000009000 (1.84 acres)). Totaling 81 acres of land, the 

applicant wishes to rezone from A-1 Agricultural District to R-5 Multiple Family 

Residential District (High Density) The property is located on the northeast corner of 

Oregon and Ayers Roads. Both the Wood County Planning Commission and the 

Township Zoning Commission have recommended approval of the request.  

Ms. Huffman stated that the property is surrounded by multiple family homes, and with 

the new businesses coming to the area it will provide needed housing for those 

employees. Mr. Mack stated that the WCPC made their recommendation following 

“much discussion”. He asked Ms. Huffman if there was discussion both in support and in 

opposition. Ms. Huffman responded that most of the discussion was in regard to all the 

new business coming to the area. Mr. Mack stated that the township has a lot of R-5 

zoning in this corridor, some that have been developed and some that have not and he 

would like Ms. Hemminger to inventory the potential units currently zoned R-5 before 

any other changes come before the board. He would like to see “units per acre times 

acres available and undeveloped”.   Mr. Mack asked for other board discussion. Mr. 

Schaller stated he was in support of the change. Mr. Mack asked if her clients were 

aware of the changes proposed for Oregon Road. Ms. Huffman responded, yes, they 

had been discussing that proposal. Mr. Britten stated that he had spoken to the WC 

Road Engineer, and that they were still waiting on information from their consultant, and 

did not want to make it public as yet, but would share the information with Mr. Britten, 

and he will come to a January meeting with a public hearing in February. He said they 

aren’t calling it a “road diet” as they aren’t removing any pavement, but rather 

narrowing it to one lane north and one lane south with a turn lane in the middle, with 

bike lanes on each side.   Discussion followed. Mr. Mack stated briefly his feelings on the 

multiple family developments and the fact that they are close to industrial sites; his 

feeling is that the industrial came first, and that people developing the R-5 sites need to 



realize that industrial was first. Mr. Mack asked for pubic wishing to speak for or against 

the zoning change. Hearing none, he asked for a motion. Mr. Schaller moved to 

approve ZLA 2019-04 to rezone 81 acres to R-5, Multi Family, and Mr. Britten 

seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Approval of meeting minutes: Minutes of November 6, 2019 Mr. Britten moved to approve 
the minutes from the November 6, 2019 meeting, Mr. Schaller seconded; all yes, motion 
carried. Minutes of the November 20, 2019 meeting Mr. Schaller moved to approve the 
minutes of the November 20, 2019 meeting, Mr. Britten seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Maintenance: Mr. Hoffmann presented a memorandum of agreement to purchase brine from 
ODOT for road treatment this winter. He was asking for approval and authority for Mr. Celley to 
execute the agreement. Mr. Britten moved to approve the MOA, and authorized Mr. Celley 
to execute the agreement on the board’s behalf, Mr. Schaller seconded; all yes, motion 
carried. Mr. Hoffmann also had a “then and now” PO to the Wood County Engineer for the 
roundabout at Buck and Lime City Road for $100,000. Mr. Mack asked if this had to do with the 
extra land purchase and settlement. Mr. Celley responded that it had to do with all the items of 
construction that are in excess of what we had already paid. Mr. Britten said that it includes 
attorney fees and that there is some property not included as yet. He said to date the township 
had paid $365,000 and now they are asking for another $95,000. He also feels that this is all to 
improve the Rossford right of way. He said that all he has been hearing is how Rossford brags 
about all the development in the Crossroads, and yet we have to pay their bills. Mr. Britten said 
our original share was $220,000, and that we do not have enough money to help our 
departments. The price keeps escalating. Discussion followed. Mr. Celley stated that it appears 
we are contracted to pay this. Mr. Mack moved for approval of payment on the invoice of 
the WCE, Mr. Schaller seconded; two yes, Mr. Britten – No.  Motion carried. Mr. Hoffmann 
said that the new leaf machine is now being used. He felt he and his crew have collected 75% 
of the leaves.  

Fire/EMS: Chief Brice presented results of the ISO survey; stating that they received a rating for 
4 from a previous rating of 5 and that it was a great thing. The department is now classified as 
4/4Y – still have issues with the un-hydranted parts of the township. He stated that residents 
that live in areas with hydrants can probably request a reduction in their insurance costs; it won’t 
be across the board, but some insurance companies will reduce the costs due to the hydrants. 
Next, Chief Brice stated that Inspector Feeney has been working on grant requests, and that 
Walmart continues to support the fire department with another grant of $2500 toward fire 
prevention. We have another grant from the state of $3500; this you have to spend the money 
first, and then be reimbursed by the state. This grant will expire at the end of the year. We would 
like to buy a “glide scope” for $3395 to be reimbursed from the state. He has a blanket PO to 
cover the cost so is looking for approval to make the purchase. Mr. Britten moved to purchase 
the glide scope with reimbursement from the state, Mr. Schaller seconded; all yes, 
motion carried. Chief Brice presented run stats for November with 171 runs stating it was the 
busiest November on record and that 2019 is looking like a record year.  He also presented 
MVA/EMS billing reports for the trustee’s signatures. The trustees congratulated Chief Brice on 
the ISO survey results.  

Recreation & Recycling: Mr. Warnimont stated that the gentleman from the playground 
company is coming back Friday to work on Starbright Park. Mr. Warnimont mentioned the signs 
in the recycling area that are the legal notice to the public on recycling, stating that no one 
would read them, but he understands that the notice needed to be posted.  



Zoning: In Ms. Hemminger’s absence Mr. Celley requested to set a public hearing on ZLA 
2019-05 for December 18, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. He stated that this is the Islamic Center parcel to 
be rezoned A-1 to R-5 for 27 acres for senior housing. This will be a small development as they 
are rather limited in what can be handled for sewage treatment. Mr. Britten moved to set the 
hearing of ZLA 2019-05 for public hearing on December 18, 2019 at 6:00 p.m., Mr. Schaller 
seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Administrator: Mr. Celley reminded the public and the board of the special meeting set for 
December 9, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss facility improvements. He stated that he has added 
one additional item to the agenda for the 795 Safety Zone discussions. Mr. Celley had received 
a request to use the Hull Prairie Road access to Buttonwood on January 1, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. 
for the polar bear plunge. The committee would also like support from our safety services 
(fire/ems, police and roads) for the event. If approved, Mr. Celley will set up a meeting to further 
discussion on the event. Discussion followed. The trustees were amenable as long as no 
overtime by employees was involved. He also reminded the trustees of the Holiday Party 
scheduled for December 5, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Quality Inn at 10621 
Fremont Pike.  

Fiscal Officer: Ms. Haar presented bank and check reports for the trustee’s signatures. Ms. 
Haar also discussed the mechanic’s wages, which originally was to be allocated quarterly to the 
appropriate departments, was not handled that way this year.  She calculates the mechanic’s 
base wage with fringe benefits at $45.98 per hour. She also calculated the first three quarters of 
the year, what Fire or Police would owe. The funds were not allocated in the 2019 budget, so 
she proposed to bill all of 2019 and the first quarter of 2020 in April of 2020. This way, funds will 
be coming in to cover the cost. So the first billing would cover five quarters, and in the following 
year, four quarters. The trustee’s gave tacit approval of this approach.  

Ms. Haar also had Resolution 2019-15 adoption of the employee dishonesty and faithful 
performance policy from OTARMA, the townships insurance liability carrier. Rather than 
obtaining bonds for elected officials, the state has legislated using insurance coverage in place 
of bonds. It will be initially effective for the newly elected officials on January 1, 2020. Meaning it 
would be coverage for Joe Schaller and Shirley Haar. Mr. Mack and Mr. Britten would have to 
continue with their current bonds until such time as they are newly elected. Mr. Britten moved 
to approve Resolution 2019-15, Mr. Mack seconded; all yes, motion carried. House Bill 312 
required a credit card policy be established by townships. Mr. Celley drafted the policy some 
time ago, but because we were in the process of changing credit card companies, it has not 
been passed. Now the new card company is in place and everyone authorized has their cards. 
Now the credit card account policy needs to be adopted. Mr. Celley spoke briefly on changes 
made to the policy since the initial draft. Mr. Mack asked for questions from the board, hearing 
none, Mr. Mack moved to adopt the credit card policy as presented, Mr. Britten seconded; 
all yes, motion carried.  

Trustees:  Mr. Mack presented a request to renew membership in the Wood County Economic 
Development Commission for 2020 with a membership fee of $1500. Mr. Britten moved to 
approve membership to the WCEDC in the amount of $1500, Mr. Schaller seconded; all 
yes, motion carried.  

Mr. Mack asked for public comments: 

Bridget O’Halloran, Belmont Meadows Lane asked with Christmas approaching if solid waste 
would approve an additional pick-up of recyclables or additional dumpsters. Mr. Britten stated 



that it was a great idea, but Republic does not have the manpower to support an additional pick-
up. Discussion followed.  

Greg Spoerl, Woodland Ave, his neighbors received a variance for chickens in 2015, but the 
variance required a fence. The fence is old (may be 30 years old) and has started to fall down. 
The people there cut holes in the shed for the chickens, which he feels is an eyesore. The 
people there are currently renting, but the owner agreed to keep a six foot fence, and maintain 
it. He said some of the sections are braced to his fence as the posts have rotted on the 
neighbor’s fence. He left pictures for Ms. Hemminger. He wants a commitment to maintain the 
six foot fence. Discussion followed.  

Paul Bergman, Cheltenham Road, Toledo, with Henry W. Bergman wanted to be in touch and 
communicate on the asphalt plant going in on Glenwood Road. He stated that they are not 
affiliated with the Wylie group, and wish to be in compliance with all permitting and other 
requirements in the development of the plant.  

Mr. Mack asked for other comments or questions, hearing none, he asked for a motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. Britten moved to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Schaller seconded; all yes, meeting 
adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________     _______________________ 

Shirley A Haar –Fiscal Officer                                                             Bob Mack -Chairman 


