
 

Minutes of Regular Meeting: January 15, 2020 

6:00 p.m. Call to order of regular meeting by Chair Joe Schaller 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: Mr. Britten, Mr. Mack, Mr. Schaller, Ms. Haar, Mr. Celley, Mr. Hoffmann, Chief 
Hetrick, Chief Brice, Mr. Warnimont. Ms. Hemminger was absent.  

Approval of amended agenda: Mr. Mack moved to approve the amended agenda, Mr. 
Britten seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Special Presentation: Detective Sgt. Todd Curtis spoke in support of Senate Bill 146, 
amended request for a strangulation bill to be added to the Ohio Revised Code. Sgt. Munoz and 
Det. Sgt. Curtis instruct law enforcement officers throughout NW Ohio and now Central Ohio on 
victimless prosecution for domestic violence cases. A lot of victims recant or no show for court; 
they are intimidated or coerced into recanting their original statements against their abuser so 
cases were dismissed with no prosecution. Since 2009 we have been using “evidence based” 
prosecution (so if a victim no-shows or recants) we can still move forward with prosecution. This 
has met with great success.  One of the things we found is that an abnormal amount of assault 
or physical abuse involved strangulation. Strangulation is used to control the victim by cutting off 
blood flow or oxygen to the brain. This method of abuse damages the inside the neck and often 
leaves little evidence on the outside. Det. Curtis was fortunate to attend the Strangulation 
Prevention Institute training in San Diego, CA. (paid for by a local organization in NW Ohio and 
not the township coffers). We were forensically trained on identifying strangulation assault.  
When we returned we started to teach that. As we started to research this topic, we found that 
strangulation was treated as a misdemeanor in our state. Ohio is one of two states remaining 
that do not have strangulation laws added to the domestic violence laws. The bill proposes 
suffocation or strangulation added to domestic violence laws as a felony in the third degree. We 
have had some success with the Wood County Prosecutor in charging with felonious assault 
showing that suffocation or strangulation is a life-threatening assault, so can be charged as a 
second degree felony. We were still having trouble with juries because we couldn’t show 
evidence of the assault. We have started to do follow up statements from victims 48-72 hours 
following the assault and taking additional pictures. Some victims show signs of strangulation in 
that time-frame as well as have a better recall of the situation and are able to add to their 
original statements. We are taking additional steps.  We ask the board to support Senate Bill 
146.  Mr. Britten stated that the training being provided is a great program. Mr. Schaller asked 
how it was standing in the senate; Det. Curtis responded that Senator Gavarone was supporting 
the bill. Mr. Mack stated that is great that we have our Detective teaching others. Det. Curtis 
responded that we have to get the word out. Strangulation accounts for 10% of all domestic 
violence deaths and that it takes only 8-14 seconds to lose consciousness in the event of 
strangulation. Mr. Schaller stated that the board would draft a letter in support of the Senate Bill. 
Mr. Mack agreed to spread the word to other government agencies.  

Approval of meeting minutes: Minutes of January 2, 2020; Mr. Britten moved to approve 
the minutes from the January 2, 2020 meeting, Mr. Mack seconded; all yes, motion 
carried.  

Maintenance: Mr. Hoffmann has some very old equipment to dispose of on Govdeals. Mr. 
Celley drafted Resolution 2020-01 to accomplish this. They will sell a Westinghouse air 



compressor and a Kohler generator. Mr. Britten moved to approve Resolution 2020-01, Mr. 
Mack seconded; all yes, motion carried.  Mr. Hoffmann also had an agreement with the 
Wood County Engineer for some roadwork for 2020; he was asking for approval of the 
agreement in the amount of $55,000. Mr. Britten moved to approve the agreement with WC 
Engineer in the amount of $55,000, Mr. Mack seconded; all yes, motion carried. 

Mr. Hoffmann also spoke about a list of proposed road projects for 2020. He and Mr. Connor will 
put a packet together to present. He had spoken to Jason Sisco at the county on some ball-park 
estimates for the proposal, but he knows that the figures are a good estimate and not final. Mr. 
Hoffmann has received some questions on sidewalks within the township. He has been asked if 
his department is responsible for sidewalk repairs. Mr. Mack opined that while residents are 
required to keep their sidewalks clear, that we have never enforced it. Mr. Mack felt that it is the 
homeowner’s responsibility to maintain their sidewalks per former counsel. Mr. Britten agreed. 

Fire/EMS: Chief Brice submitted a very comprehensive report on Fire/EMS statistics for 2019. 
2019 was the second busiest year on record. He also presented EMS/MVA billings for the 
boards signatures. He had two training requests. He has a part-time Firefighter that wishes to 
train to go from Firefighter I to Firefighter II; he has been here ten years. This is a goal for the 
department. The class is at Owens and costs $1250 with a book costing $125. The total cost 
would be $1375 and he currently has a PO to cover that cost. Mr. Britten moved to approve 
the cost of the training with a caveat that Chief Brice check the policy on re-payment of 
training, and proceed accordingly, Mr. Mack seconded; all yes, motion carried. Chief Brice 
continued with a second training request. He has five officers that he would like to enroll for 
“Incidental Command Training” it is an on-line training that is 40-50 hours of on-line education 
followed by a three day program for certification. He and his four officers at a cost of $385 per 
person would total $1925. Mr. Britten moved to approve the training at a cost of $1925, Mr. 
Mack seconded; all yes, motion carried.  

Police: Chief Hetrick presented stats for 2019, the busiest year ever, calls almost doubled since 
last year.  

Recreation & Recycling: Mr. Warnimont stated the weather isn’t cooperating to finish 
Starbright Park. Once the ground is frozen we can get it done. On Simmons Road Park, do we 
have a site plan yet? Mr. Celley said that the proposal to create a site plan was tabled last year. 
Mr. Britten stated the stipend for the cell tower at that location as well as the funding provided by 
Mary Cranker, should be used toward the site plan. Mr. Schaller was at the site after heavy 
rainfall and there is drainage on both sides of the property. He suggested filling the area that 
was on the proposal for the dog park. He agreed that the board should work toward a site plan 
so that some of these things can be done. Mr. Celley will contact DGL to see if their proposal is 
still on the table to create a site plan. An engineer would need to be hired to create the site plan. 
Mr. Warnimont reminded the board that Girl Scout cookie distribution will be February 7 and 8.  

Fiscal Officer: Ms. Haar presented bank, cash position and check reports for the trustees 
review and signatures. Ms. Haar will register members of the Maintenance department for the 
OTA Vendor show at winter conference in February.  

Trustees: Mr. Schaller spoke about the OTA conference conflicting with first board meeting on 
February 5, 2020. Mr. Britten proposed moving the meeting to February 4, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
After general consensus of the board, Mr. Britten moved to approve re-scheduling the 
regular meeting of the Board of Trustees to February 4, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., Mr. Mack 
seconded; all yes, motion carried.  Mr. Schaller asked for further thoughts regarding the 
township administration building. Mr. Celley had provided Mr. Mack with important information 



on hiring an architect. The wooden portion of the existing roof was discussed, and funding was 
again discussed as an issue. Mr. Schaller would like to see forward movement on a change or 
improvements. Discussion followed.  

Mr. Schaller stated that the BOE was asking to use the town hall and old rental hall for the 2020 
primary election in March. Ms. Haar mentioned that due to issues with the building condition, 
discussion after the last election was negative toward further use for elections. Discussion 
followed. Mr. Mack opined that we have a public building and should provide use of the building 
to the Board of Election. Mr. Mack moved to proceed with allowing the BOE to use our 
building for the election as has been done in the past, Mr. Britten seconded; all yes, 
motion carried.  

Mr. Schaller asked for public comments, hearing none, he asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Britten moved to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Mack seconded; all yes, meeting adjourned 
at 6:59 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________     _______________________ 

Shirley A Haar –Fiscal Officer                                                             Joe Schaller -Chairman 


