PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP POLICE

TRANSPORTATION DEVICE SAFETY GUIDE
Smart Riders Make Safe Riders

Bicycles, electric bicycles (e-bikes), scooters, skateboards, and other transportation
devices are becoming increasingly popular throughout Perrysburg Township. These
devices provide convenient transportation and recreational opportunities, but they also
come with important safety responsibilities.

Many transportation devices are capable of traveling at speeds significantly higherthan
traditional bicycles. When higher speeds are combined with inexperience or unsaferiding
practices, the risk of serious injury increases.

Pedestrians, motorists, cyclists, and transportation device users can safely share streets,
sidewalks, and multi-use paths when everyone understands and follows the applicable
rules and safety expectations.

Riding Safely & Responsibly

Whether you areriding a bicycle, e-bike, scooter, skateboard, or anothertransportation
device, safe operation helps protect both riders and the community.

The Perrysburg Township Police Division encourages all riders to:

e Slow downin crowded areas and near pedestrians.

e Stayalert and avoid distractions while riding.

e Obey alltraffic signs and signals.

e Uselights and reflective equipment when riding at night.

e Wear a properly fitted helmet whenever possible.

e Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians.

e Ride predictably and avoid unsafe maneuvers.

e Understand the laws and regulations that apply to your specific device.

Parents and guardians should review these safety expectations with younger riders before
allowing them to operate transportation devices in public areas.

By riding responsibly and respecting others, everyone can help keep Perrysburg Township
streets, sidewalks, and multi-use paths safe.




Bicycles & Electric Bicycles

Under Ohio Revised Code Section 4511.01, a bicycle includes a pedal-powered vehicle
operated by a rider and may include certain electric bicycles (e-bikes).

Ohio law R.C.4511.711 permits bicycles to operate on sidewalks. Electric bicycles may
also be operated on sidewalks, provided the electric motoris notengaged.

Important Rules for Bicycle and E-Bike Riders

e Obey all traffic laws, including stop signs and traffic signals.

e Rideontheright side of the roadway whenever practical.

e No more than two riders may travel side-by-side in a lane.

e Yieldto pedestrians when riding on sidewalks.

e Provide an audible signal before passing pedestrians.

e C(Class 1 andClass 2 e-bikes are permitted on multi-use paths.
e C(Class 3 e-bikes are not permitted on multi-use paths.

Electric Bicycle Classifications

Class 1 E-Bike

e Equipped with operable pedals.
e Motor provides assistance only while pedaling.
e Assistance stops at20 mph.

Class 2 E-Bike

e Equipped with operable pedals.
e Motor may provide assistance without pedaling.
e Assistance stops at 20 mph.

Class 3 E-Bike

e Equipped with operable pedals.
e Motor provides assistance only while pedaling.
e Assistance stops at28 mph.

Additional Requirements for Class 3 E-Bikes
Ohio Revised Code Section 4511.522 requires:

e Riders mustbe atleast 16 years old.
e Riders mustwear a helmet.
e Thebicycle mustbe equipped with a speedometer displaying miles per hour.



UNDERSTANDING

E-BIKE CLASSES

CLASS 1

Pedal-assist only (motor activates only
when pedaling)

Top Speed:

Up to 20 mph

Typical Allowed Locations:

Bike paths, trails, roads (where bicycles
are allowed)

CLASS 2

Throttle-assist (motor can propel bike
without pedaling)

Top Speed:

Up to 20 mph

Typical Allowed Locations:

Bike paths, trails, roads (where bicycles
are allowed) - check local regulations

CLASS 3

Pedal-assist with higher speed limit
(motor provides assistance up to a
higher speed, usually 28 mph)

Top Speed:

Up to 28 mph

Typical Allowed Locations:

Roads (check local regulations), some
bike paths and trails (depending on
local laws)

O RIDE SAFELY. FOLLOW THE RULES. SHARE OUR COMMUNITY.



Mopeds & Motorized Bicycles

Ohio law R.C. 4511.01 defines a motorized bicycle (commonly referred to as a moped) as a
vehicle equipped with pedals and a helper motor meeting specific power and speed
limitations.

Requirements for Riders

e Mustpossess avalid license or permit.

e Mustbeatleast 14 years old.

e Riders under 18 mustwear a helmet.

e Mustoperate ontheroadway andride nearthe curb when practical.

Motorized bicycles are not considered electric bicycles.

Important Distinction

Theterm “moped” is often incorrectly used to describe motor scooters. Unlike mopeds,
motor scooters do not have pedals and are generally classified as motorcycles under Ohio
law.

Mini-Bikes & Pocket Bikes

Ohio law classifies mini-bikes and pocket bikes as All-Purpose Vehicles (APVs).

Important Notice
Mini-bikes and pocket bikes:

e Are prohibited on public streets.
e Are prohibited on sidewalks.
e Mayonly be operated on private property with the owner’s permission.

Operating these devices in public areas may result in citations, fines, orvehicle
impoundment.




UNDERSTANDING

ELECTRIC BIKES

MINI BIKE POCKET BIKE

Mini bikes and pocket bikes are not permitted on public streets or sidewalks.
They may only be operated on private property with the owner’s permission.

O RIDE RESPONSIBLY. KNOW THE RULES. KEEP PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP SAFE.

Scooters & Low-Speed Micromobility Devices

Ohio law R.C. 4511.01 defines low-speed micromobility devices as lightweight devices
with handlebars powered by human effort and/or electric motors that do not exceed 20
mph.

Examples Include
e Electric scooters (e-scooters)

e Kick scooters

These devices may be used on streets, sidewalks, and multi-use paths when operated
responsibly.
Rider Responsibilities

e Yield to pedestrians atall times.
e Provide an audible signal before passing.
e Uselights and reflectors when operating at night.




UNDERSTANDING

SCOOTERS

EST. 1873

ELECTRIC SCOOTER KICK SCOOTER
Electric scooters are powered Kick scooters are powered
by a motor and are designed by the rider’s foot and

to assist the rider. do not have a motor.

Both electric scooters and kick scooters may be used on streets, sidewalks,
and multi-use paths when operated responsibly and in accordance with the law.

O RIDE RESPONSIBLY. FOLLOW THE RULES. SHARE OUR COMMUNITY.

Hoverboards, Onewheels, Electric Unicycles & Similar
Devices

Devices such as:

e Hoverboards

e Onewheels

e Skateboards

e Roller skates

e Similarrecreational devices

are generally considered toy vehicles when operated in public areas.

Important Safety Information

e These devices are not permitted to operate in roadways.
e Users mayonly cross streets at marked or unmarked crosswalks.

e Users have the samerights and responsibilities as pedestrians when crossing
streets.

e Riders should remain aware of surrounding traffic and pedestrians.



e Unsafeoperation may resultin enforcement action or citations.

UNDERSTANDING

PERSONAL ELECTRIC DEVICES

HOVERBOARDS - ONEWHEELS - ELECTRIC UNICYCLES

HOVERBOARD ONEWHEEL ELECTRIC UNICYCLE

Self-balancing boards Electric boards with Self-balancing unicycles

that use electric motors a single large wheel that use electric motors

to move forward, backward, in the center. to keep the rider upright
and rotate. and moving.

These devices are generally considered “toy vehicles” when operated in public areas.
They are not permitted to operate in roadways. Users may only cross streets at
marked or unmarked crosswalks and have the same rights and responsibilities as pedestrians.

O RIDE RESPONSIBLY. KNOW THE RULES. KEEP PERRYSBURG TOWNSHIP SAFE.

Reporting Unsafe Operation

The Perrysburg Township Police Division actively monitors for unsafe operation of
transportation devices and may issue citations when violations occur.

Because officers cannot be present everywhere at alltimes, community reporting plays an
importantrole in maintaining public safety.

To Report Unsafe Operation

L Perrysburg Township Police Division
Phone: 419-874-3551

Working together, we can ensure that Perrysburg Township remains a safe community for
pedestrians, motorists, cyclists, and all transportation device users.




Disclaimer

This guide is intended for educational and informational purposes only. Riders are
responsible for complying with all applicable provisions of the Ohio Revised Code and
local ordinances. Laws and regulations may change over time. When in doubt, consult the
current Ohio Revised Code or contact the Perrysburg Township Police Department.



